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Dubai is a global destination for designing
the future and anticipating its opportunities
under the vision of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Crown Prince of Dubai, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of Defense,
and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Dubai Future Foundation
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2,500

Participants from varied
future-focused sectors

150+

Speakers

70

Sessions and Workshops

100

Participating top global institutions
specialised in foresight and future
studies

Attendees from

100+

Countries
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H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum met
with 42 graduates from the first cohort of FEEL: A Disruptive
Futures Program. Launched by DFF, the programme equips
participants with the skills to capitalise on emerging
opportunities and strategically plan for the future.

Dubai Future Je\ro
Experts Program  meseconvecouncr

2024

H.H. Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
attended the graduation ceremony for 20 participants of

the fourth batch of the Dubai Future Experts Program.

Led by the Executive Council of Dubai and DFF, the programme

Is designed to certify future experts within the Dubai government,
in collaboration with leading foresight specialists from around

the world.
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Overseen by H.H. Sheikha Latifa bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum and supported by the Hussain Sajwani-DAMAC
Foundation, this year’s Dubai Future Solutions — Prototypes
for Humanity initiative brought together cutting-edge ideas
from 800+ universities worldwide. Five innovators received a
share of USD 100,000 in prizes for solutions addressing
humanity's most pressing challenges. The awards ceremony was
held as part of the Dubai Future Forum's agenda.

Dubai Foresight Awards announced during the Dubai Future
Forum to celebrate the impact of foresight on the world. The
awards include three categories: "Foresight Change Makers",
"Foresight for People", and "Foresight for the Planet".
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20 international organisations have joined the Global Futures
Society during the Dubai Future Forum 2024, bringing the total
to 60 foresight institutions from around the world. The expanded
group of institutions met to discuss opportunities for cooperation
and plans to launch new initiatives.

Launching the UNICEF’s flagship report, The State of the
World’s Children 2024: The Future of Childhood in a
Changing World. This year’s report explores how climate
change, disruptive technologies, and demographic shifts are
reshaping childhood worldwide. The launch aligns with the
Forum’s mission to foster meaningful dialogue and solutions
for global challenges.
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The man who gave
rights to rivers.

The oldest practicing
cardiologist in the world at 92.

The team using mushrooms
to build buildings.

The man making imagination
a reality for people of determination.

The woman making health
accessible through biomaterials.

The director exploring the creation
of a sanctuary orbit around earth.

he philosopher who explored
e cameras he set up across
can act as time machines.
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By 2050, around

1.2 billion people

are projected to be displaced
due to climate change

By 2030, losses and damages in
vulnerable communities are projected
to be In the range of

USD 400-800
billion annually

Over 50% of
the world's GDP

IS erther moderately or
heavily reliant on nature

Every second, the Sun radiates over

5.5 trillion times

what humanity consumes in a year

Over 50% of the
world's coral reefs

have been lost in the past 50 years,
largely due to climate change

Nature-based solutions, such as protecting
mangroves and coral reefs, can

reduce climate
Intensity by 26%
and wave heights
by Up Tto /1%

Outside-school learning programs will reach

5 million students

globally by next year, highlighting the growing
demand for alternative education models

INn 2023,

20.8 million children

were newly displaced within their countries,
mostly because of conflict and disasters

Compared with the start
of this century, about

8X more children

could be exposed to extreme
heatwaves in the 2050s.

44,000 people

worldwide have a job title with ‘future’ In It.

35% of companies

IN the US have a dedicated foresight person.
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When we explore other planets, when we send
missions to outer space an, it's all about saving
our planet. It's about better understanding the
change that's happening, and it's about
preserving life on Earth.

H.E. Omran Sharaf
Assistant Foreign Minister for Advanced Science
and Technology, MoFA UAE

We need to empower young people to stay

in their countries and build ecosystems there.
Brain drain is a huge issue. Our responsibility is
to ensure the next generation has opportunities
at home.

Sara Sabry
The first Arab and African female astronaut

Nature underpins our economic ecosystems,
bonds our communities, and is linked to our
physical and emotional well-being. It is the
foundation of meeting our human needs.

H.E. Laila Abdullatif
Director General of Emirates Nature— WWF

JBAl FUTURE FC

A lot of people think foresight is about finding the
future. But its real value lies in helping people
uncover their inner potential and asking, ‘What
can |l do next?

Dr. Meimei Song
National Taiwan University

Cities, not countries, are the drivers of the future,
and those that invest in resilience—through
sustainable design, adaptive policies, and robust
infrastructure—will lead the wavy.

Dr. Parag Khanna
CEO of AlphaGeo

The future is shaped by choices, actions,

and context. It's neither fixed, nor fully open.
It's malleable and contingent on how we engage
with it.

Dr. Seongwon Park
National Assembly Futures Institute

The biggest adventure in the history of life on
Earth is upon us—humanity has developed the
capability to expand beyond our own planet. The
question is not just how we go but with what
culture and spirit we take this step forward.

Dr. Adriana Marais
Scientist and Aspiring Martian

One of the reasons the Museum of the Future in
Dubai is so important is that it shares alternative
visions about the future that are neither utopian
nor dystopian.

Honor Harger
ArtScience Museum

Data is the oil of today. We live in a world where
data is everywhere, there is a data deluge — not
only from smart devices, but also from
everything related to health.

Alex Kummerman
LazyBrain.ai

The scale of crises we've created is so vast and
extraordinary that the solutions we continue to
hold on to—those we envision when we close our
eyes and dream of a utopian future—are simply
no longer fit for purpose.

Liam Young
Film Director and Architect

DUBAIFUTURE.AE

Techno-optimism is risky. Technology alone
cannot fix our problems. Social innovation is
equally important and we must avoid replicating
past mistakes.

Dr. Koert van Mensvoort
Next Nature Network

@DUBAI
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